la. Personal details
Full name Dr Nicholas John Munn

Present position Senior Lecturer, Philosophy
Organisation/Employer | University of Waikato

Contact Address | Philosophy, ALPSS, University of Waikato
Private Bag 3105, Hamilton

New Zealand Post code | 3240
Work telephone (+64) 7 837 9354 | Mobile | 0220204590
Email nick. munn@waikato.ac.nz

Personal website | http://nickmunn.com
(if applicable)

| 1b. Academic qualifications

2010, PhD, Philosophy, University of Melbourne
2006, LLB, University of Otago
2006, BA(Hons), Philosophy/Politics, University of Otago

| 1c. Professional positions held

Employment

2014-, Senior Lecturer (Philosophy), University of Waikato.

2012-2014, Lecturer (Philosophy), University of Waikato.

2012, Sessional Lecturer (Philosophy/Politics), Deakin University.

2011-2012, Sessional Lecturer (Business Ethics), Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology.

2010-2011, Assistant Lecturer (Philosophy), Monash University.

2010-2012, Sessional Assistant (Philosophy), Monash University.

2010, Research Assistant (Social Justice Initiative), University of Melbourne.

Administrative Roles

Associate Dean Academic — ALPSS, 2024-ongoing

Associate Dean — Special Projects, ALPSS, 2022-24

Australasian Association of Philosophy Conference Committee Convenor, 2019-ongoing.
Teaching & Learning Strategic Advisory Group, UoW, 2023-ongoing.

ALPSS representative, UoW Curriculum Committee, 2022-ongoing.

ALPSS representative, UoW Academic Quality Committee, 2019-ongoing

UoW Philosophy Convenor 2016-2017

FASS representative, UoW Curriculum Committee, 2015-2019.

ALPSS Academic Planning Committee, UoW, 2014-Ongoing.

| 1d. Present research/professional speciality \

| presently have two primary research specialisations: One project on Friendship & Al, and
one project on Political Responsibility.

Friendship & Al

This research addresses the ways in which new technologies shape and influence our
social interactions. | argue that virtual interactions (as performed in online environments)
are functionally equivalent to more traditional social interactions (as performed in the
physical world).



Key Questions:

e Are virtual friendships equivalent to physical ones?

e Are Al capable of being good friends to humans?

e How does the increasing prominence of virtual friendships impact our personal and
social wellbeing?

Political Responsibility

This research addresses the various ways in which modern liberal democratic states treat
vulnerable groups within society. | argue for the recognition of capacity in members of
vulnerable groups, in a range of areas where their voices are unheard.

Affected Groups include:

e Young people (criminal responsibility; medical responsibility; political rights).

e Criminals (voting rights).

e Persons with Cognitive Disabilities.

¢ Non-resident Citizens.

e (Some) non-citizen residents.

e | examine and criticise the theoretical underpinning of prominent reasons for the
denial of certain rights to these groups. | examine the implementation of these
exclusions, arguing that these exclusions are untenable in their present forms. |
present and defend alternative proposals for the inclusion of these groups.

| 1e. Total years research experience \ 13 years |

1f. Professional distinctions and memberships (including honours, prizes,
scholarships, boards or governance roles, etc)

e 2023, Australasian Association of Philosophy prize for Innovation in Inclusive
Curricula.

o 2022, Keynote Speaker, Learnfest, Cardiff University / University of Waikato

e 2022, University of Waikato Teaching Excellence Award

2022, Division of Arts, Law, Psychology and Social Sciences Divisional Teaching

Excellence Award

2021, Ako Aotearoa National Tertiary Teaching Excellence Award

2020, University of Waikato Vice-Chancellor's Medal for Staff Excellence

2020, Nola Campbell Memorial e-Learning Excellence Award

2020, Division of Arts, Law, Psychology and Social Sciences Divisional Teaching

Excellence Award, University of Waikato

e 2019 - Ongoing, Convener - Australasian Association of Philosophy Conference
Committee.

e 2016, University of Waikato Early Career Academic Excellence Award

e 2015, University of Waikato Formative Research Exercise Research Award

e 2013, University of Waikato External Research Award

1g. Total number of Journal | Books | Book chapters, | Conference | Patents
peer reviewed articles books edited proceedings

publications and patents | 15 13 4




PART 2

| 2a. Research publications and dissemination

Peer-reviewed journal articles

Munn, Nick., & Weijers, Dan. (2023) “The real ethical problem with metaverses,”
Frontiers in Human Dynamics, 5, 1226848.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fhumd.2023.1226848

Munn, Nick., & Weijers, Dan. (2023). “Corporate responsibility for the termination of
digital friends.” Al & Society, 38(4), 1501-1502.

Munn, Nick. (2021) “The Trap of Incrementalism in Recognising Children’s Right to
Vote,” Nordic Journal of Human Rights, Vol. 39, No. 2, pp. 113-127.

Munn, Nick, (2021) “The Moral Requirement for Digital Connectivity,” Kennedy
Institute of Ethics Journal, Vol. 31, No. 3, pp. 327.341.

Munn, Nick, (2020) “Political Inclusion as a Means of Generating Global Justice for
Children,” Ethics, Politics and Society, Vol. 3, 105-128.

Munn, Nick, (2018) “Against the Political Exclusion of the Incapable,” Journal of
Applied Philosophy Vol. 35, No. 3, pp. 601-616.

Munn, Nick. (2016) “Review of Democracy and disenfranchisement by Claudio
Lopez-Guerra,” Journal of Applied Philosophy, 33(1), 107-109.
doi:10.1111/japp.12101

Munn, Nick, (2014) “Capacity-Testing as a Means of Increasing Political Inclusion,”
Democratization, Vol. 21, No. 6, pp. 1134-1152.

Munn, Nick, (2012) “Capacity Testing the Youth: A Proposal for Broader
Enfranchisement,” Journal of Youth Studies, Vol. 15, No. 8, pp. 1048-1062.

Munn, Nick, (2012) “Reconciling the Criminal and Participatory Responsibilities of
the Youth,” Social Theory and Practice, Vol. 38, No. 1, pp. 139-159.

Munn, Nick, (2012) “The New Political Blogosphere,” Social Epistemology, Vol. 26,
No. 1, pp. 55-70.

Munn, Nick, (2012) “The Reality of Friendship within Immersive Virtual Worlds,”
Ethics and Information Technology, Vol. 14, No. 1, pp. 1-10.

Munn, Nick & de Laat, Paul. (2012) Social Epistemology & Social Media: An
Exchange. The Social Epistemology Review and Reply Collective.
https://social-epistemology.com/2012/02/13/paul-de-laat-and-nicholas-munn-social-
epistemology-and-social-media-an-exchange/

de Laat, Paul & Munn, Nick. (2012) Online Encyclopaedias: An Exchange. The
Social Epistemology Review and Reply Collective. https://social-
epistemology.com/2012/02/14/paul-de-laat-and-nicholas-munn-online-
encyclopaedias-an-exchange/

Munn, Nick, (2011) “The Limits of Criminal Disenfranchisement,” Criminal Justice



https://doi.org/10.3389/fhumd.2023.1226848
https://social-epistemology.com/2012/02/13/paul-de-laat-and-nicholas-munn-social-epistemology-and-social-media-an-exchange/
https://social-epistemology.com/2012/02/13/paul-de-laat-and-nicholas-munn-social-epistemology-and-social-media-an-exchange/
https://social-epistemology.com/2012/02/14/paul-de-laat-and-nicholas-munn-online-encyclopaedias-an-exchange/
https://social-epistemology.com/2012/02/14/paul-de-laat-and-nicholas-munn-online-encyclopaedias-an-exchange/
https://social-epistemology.com/2012/02/14/paul-de-laat-and-nicholas-munn-online-encyclopaedias-an-exchange/

Ethics, Vol. 30, No. 3, pp. 223-239.

Peer reviewed book chapters, books edited

Weijers, Dan, & Munn, Nick. (2024) Technology and Consumer Wellbeing, in Fatih
Sonmez (ed.) Fostering Consumer Wellbeing. Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-
3-031-59144-0 10

Munn, Nick. (2023) Death Is Not the End (of the Game): So, What Is It?. In: G.R.
Schott, (ed) The Art of Dying. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-35217-1 7

Munn, Nick. (2023) How Low Can You Go? — The capacity to vote among young
citizens. In J. Wall (ed.) Exploring Children's Suffrage: Interdisciplinary Perspectives
on Youth Voting Rights. Springer. 47-65.

Munn, Nick., & Weijers, Dan. (2023) Friendship, Love, and Sex with Droids in Solo:
“‘How Would that Work?” “It Works”. In J.T. Eberl & K.S. Decker (Eds.) Star Wars and
Philosophy Strikes Back: This is the Way. John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 143-151.

Weijers, Dan. & Munn, Nick. (2022) Human-Al friendship: Rejecting the
appropriate sentimentality criterion. In V. Miller (ed.) Philosophy & Theory of Al.
Springer. 209-223.

Schott, G.R., & Munn, Nick. (2020) Invasive gaming, bio-sensing and digital labour
in Playtest... In M. Gibson, & C. Carden (Eds.), The Moral Uncanny in Black Mirror
(pp. 121-140). Palgrave Macmillan.

Fiore, R. M., Frame, T. R., Uroza, S., Anderson, L., Munn, N., Barnard, M., &
O'Connell, M. B. (2019) Ethical decision making. In M. B. O'Connell, & J. A. Smith
(Eds.), Women's Health Across the Lifespan (2e) (2nd ed.). McGraw-Hill Medical.

Munn, Nick, (2017) Friendship and Modern Life. In T. Shackelford, V. Weekes-
Shackelford (Eds.) Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological Science. Springer,
Cham.

Munn, Nick, (2017) Cyber-Ethics. In S. Chadwick (ed.), How Should we Live?
Massey University Press.

Munn, Nick, (2016) Local action, global shame. In M. Grix & T. Dare (Eds.)
Contemporary Issues in Applied and Professional Ethics, Emerald Group Publishing.
doi:10.1108/S1529-209620160000015005

Munn, Nick, (2016) Capacity, Consistency and the Young. In Johannes Drerup,
Gottfried Schweiger, Gunter Graf & Christoph Schickhardt (Eds.) Justice, Education
and the Politics of Childhood. Springer.

Munn, Nick, (2016) Ein Wahleignungstest flr Minderjahrige? In Joerg Tremmel &
Markus Rutsche (Eds.) Politische Beteiligung junger Menschen. Springer VS. ISBN-
13: 978-3658101855

Munn, Nick, (2014) The ethical status of our actions in virtual worlds. Applied Ethics:
Ethics in an Era of Emerging Technologies (pp. 25-35). Japan: Center for Applied
Ethics and Philosophy.

Refereed conference proceedings
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Munn, Nick., & Weijers, Dan. (2023) Can we be friends with Al? What risks would
arise from the proliferation of such friendships?. In International Conference on
Computer Ethics, 1(1).

Munn, Nick. & Weijers, Dan. (2021) Good Friendships Improve our Lives. But can
Virtual Friendships be Good? 14th International Conference on ICT, Society and
Human Beings, 20 Jul 2021 - 22 Jul 2021. 2021

Weijers, Dan, & Munn, Nick. (2021) Technology as cause of and solution to the
empathy problem. In K. Nyiri (Ed.), Proceedings of The Sherry Turkle Miracle
Workshop (pp. 20-21). Conference held online: The Committee for Communication
and Media Theory, Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Retrieved from
http://www.hunfi.hu/nyiri/STM/W--M.pdf

Munn, Nick, (2010) “Capacity Testing the Youth,” Australian Political Science
Association Conference 2010 [ISBN 978-0-646-54270-6].

Other forms of dissemination (reports for clients, technical reports, popular press, etc)

Munn, N., & Weijers, D. (2023). Can we be friends with Al? What risks would arise
from the proliferation of such friendships?. In CEPE 2023: Human-Al Interaction and
the Future. Conference held at Chicago, IL, USA and online.

Weijers, D., & Munn, N. (2022). The real ethical problem with artificially intelligent
friends. In New Zealand Association of Philosophers Conference 2022. Conference
held at Massey University, Palmerston North, New Zealand.

Munn, N., & Weijers, D. (2021). Friendships with Al: Technological imaginary or real
possibility?. In The Society for Philosophy and Technology Conference: SPT 2021 -
Technological Imaginaries. Conference held at Lille, France, and online.

Munn, N. (2021). Losing on purpose is (morally?) wrong.. In 2021 Australasian
Association of Philosophy Conference. Online - Hosted by The University of Waikato.

Munn, N., Buscicchi, L., & Weijers, D. (2021) Selling happiness, one chump at a
time. Retrieved from https://daily-philosophy.com/selling-happiness-one-chump-at-a-
time/

Buscicchi, L., Weijers, D., & Munn, N. (2021) Enlightened Self-interest: Friends with
benefits. Retrieved from https://daily-philosophy.netlify.app/enlightened-self-interest/

Weijers, D., & Munn, N. (2021) Technology as cause of and solution to the empathy
problem. In The Sherry Turkle Miracle. Conference held online, organised by the
Committee for Communication and Media Theory, Hungarian Academy of Sciences.

Weijers, D., Munn, N., & Buscicchi, L. (2021) Is pleasure good? Don't forget your
safe word. Retrieved from https://daily-philosophy.com/is-pleasure-good/

Munn, Nicholas, (2020) Lowering New Zealand’s voting age to 16 would be good for
young people — and good for democracy. https://theconversation.com/lowering-new-
zealands-voting-age-to-16-would-be-good-for-young-people-and-good-for-
democracy-145008
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Weijers, D., & Munn, N. (2020). Philosophy as a vehicle for significant learning
experiences. In 2020 New Zealand Association of Philosophers Conference.
University of Canterbury, New Zealand.

Munn, N. (2019). Democracy without voting. In 2019 American Philosophical
Association Pacific Division Conference. Vancouver, Canada.

Munn, N. (2019). Generating justice for children via political inclusion. In 2019
Australasian Association of Philosophy Annual Conference. University of
Wollongong, Australia.

Munn, N. (2019). Playing right: Some virtual wrongs are real wrongs. In New Zealand
Association of Philosophers Annual Conference 2019. Auckland, NZ.

Weijers, Dan, & Munn, Nicholas, (2019) Almonds don’t Lactate, but that’s no reason
to start calling almond milk juice. https://theconversation.com/almonds-dont-lactate-
but-thats-no-reason-to-start-calling-almond-milk-juice-121306

Munn, N. (2018). Against epistocracy. In 42nd Annual Mid South Philosophy
Conference (2018). Conference held at Rhodes College, Memphis, Tennessee ,
USA.

Munn, N. (2018). Democracy without voting. In Australasian Association of
Philosophy/New Zealand Association of Philosophy (AAP/NZAP) Conference.
Conference held at Victoria University, Wellington, New Zealand.

Munn, N. (2018). Dr Nick Munn: technology raising ethical questions in farming. In
Radio New Zealand: Sunday Morning. Retrieved from https://www.radionz.co.nz/

Munn, N. (2018). New challenges to democracy (and how we should respond to
them). In NZAP Conference, University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand.

Wood, Bronwyn, & Munn, Nicholas (2018) How lowering the voting age to 16 could
save democracy. https://theconversation.com/how-lowering-the-voting-age-to-16-
could-save-democracy-93567

Munn, N. (2017). Maturity, knowledge and competence: What matters for
enfranchisement?. In New Zealand Political Studies Association Conference
(NZPSA). Conference held at University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand.

Munn, N. (2017). We should want lab grown meat. In New Zealand Association of
Philosophers Conference (NZAP). Conference held at University of Otago, Dunedin,
New Zealand

Munn, N. (2017) Podcast Special: Interview with Nicholas Munn: 'Voting Rights and
Compulsion'. In The Election Nerds, Sydney, Australia. Retrieved from
http://www.electionnerds.info/?p=701

Munn, N. (2016). Lowering the voting age: Let's try that again, shall we?. In New
Zealand Political Studies Conference (NZPSA): Divergent Democracies: Politics in
the 21st Century. Conference held at University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand.

Munn, N. J. (2016). [n] infants, [n] votes. In 2016 Australasian Association of
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Philosophy Annual (AAP) Conference. Conference held at Monash University,
Melbourne, Australia.

Munn, N. J. (2016). Gamifying morality. In 10th International Conference on Applied
Ethics: The Past, Present and Future of Applied Ethics. Conference held at Hokkaido
University, Sapporo, Japan.

Munn, N. J. (2016). Voting, rights & compulsion. In 2016 Australian Political Studies
Association (APSA) Conference. Conference held at University of New South Wales
(UNSW), Sydney, Australia.

Munn, N. J. (2016). Why shouldn't a seven-foot mon chi chi run for Hamilton City
Council. In New Zealand Association of Philosophy Conference. Conference held at
University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand.

Munn, N. J. (2015). | have a friend I've never seen.... In Australasian Association of
Philosophy Conference 2015. Conference held at Macquarie University, Sydney,
Australia.

Munn, N. J. (2015). Informal deliberation in virtual spaces. In 63rd Annual New
Zealand Philosophy Conference. Conference held at Massey University, Palmerston
North, New Zealand.

Munn, N. (2014). Capacity, consistency and the young. In Australasian Association
of Philosophy (AAP). Conference held at Australian National University, Canberra.

Munn, N. (2014). Capacity, consistency and the young. In MANCEPT Workshops in
Political Theory 2014. Conference held at University of Manchester, United Kingdom.

Munn, N. (2014). Flourishing online. In 9th International Conference on Applied
Ethics (ICAE). Conference held at Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan.

Munn, N. (2014). Prisoners, voting. In New Zealand Association of Philosophy
Conference (NZAP). Conference held at University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New
Zealand.

Munn, N. (2013). 'Denounce, ridicule & harass': How to engage with unreasonable
positions. In 2013 Annual New Zealand Philosophy Conference (AAP). Conference
held at University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand.

Munn, N. (2012). Excluding the incapable. In New Zealand Australasian Association
of Philosophy Conference (AAP). Conference held at Wellington, New Zealand.

Munn, N. J. (2009). Political Inclusion in the Modern Liberal Democratic State. (PhD
Thesis, University of Melbourne).




